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O.C. medical device makers to show off wares
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By BERNARD J. WOLFSON / ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

Next Tuesday, leading executives, early stage entrepreneurs and investors in Orange County’s
thriving medical device sector will gather to discuss the latest trends and exhibit the most
promising new technologies in their industry.
The two-day “Medical Device and Investor Forum,” to be held in Irvine, is sponsored every year
by the Orange County Technology Action Network – otherwise known as OCTANe – whose
motto is “fueling innovation in the OC.”
The mission of the 11-year old organization
is to establish contact between
entrepreneurs with bright ideas, people with
the right experience to advise them, and
investors with the capital to help nurture the
concepts into full-fledged businesses.
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At the heart of OCTANe’s work is its
“LaunchPad” program, in which early stage
companies get in-depth evaluations of their
plans, followed up with hands-on mentoring
and assistance in the technical, creative and
financial aspects of their business. The
organization primarily targets medical
technology and info-tech companies.
For OCTANe’s president and CEO, Matthew

Jenusaitis, it is all about expanding the central space those industries occupy in the economic
future of Orange County – and creating jobs along the way. Jenusaitis, a former executive at
Boston Scientific and at the investment firm Warburg Pincus, spoke late last week with the
Register. Here are excerpts of the conversation:
Q: What is OCTANe and why is it important?
A:Orange County’s economy is largely based on real estate and tourism. At the same time,
there’s a very vibrant high technology industry, both in medical devices and in information
technology. OCTANe was formed in order to ensure that those regional technology innovation
clusters continue to evolve and continue to be a vibrant part of the Orange County economy. In
the absence of a catalyst like OCTANe, it would be very easy for OC to evolve into an economy
that’s totally dependent on real estate and tourism.
Q: Is the goal simply to maintain those high-tech sectors in Orange County or is it for
them to have an equal share of the economy, along with tourism and real estate?
A:I think an equal share. The interesting thing is that the economic multiplier associated with
high technology jobs is much greater than in any other area. So the power of the economic
stimulus in high technology is much, much greater. So these sectors, for Orange County are
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